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docks, museum, and other places of interest in the locality.
Visits should be planned with a definite purpose in mind and
should be discussed before and after the trip. Children's
vacations may furnish interesting events to relate. Every
day something of note happens if one is on the lookout for
it. One second-grade teacher took the time every morning
to ask "Who has an interesting experience to tell us today?"
Children in the primary grades should have as much oppor-
tunity to talk as possible. No artificial language exercises or
drills are satisfactory substitutes for natural social inter-
course between child and child and between child and adult.
Special Devices. — Dramatization in which the children
compose the lines as they act is a stimulus to language de-
velopment. Both hearing and retelling stories help to in-
crease the vocabulary and facility in speech.
The correct names for things should be taught from the
beginning. Children learn these as easily as they do the
foolish sentimental names for which the right terms must
be taught later.
The teacher and parent should speak clearly and a little
slowly, but should not "talk down" to the child. One
teacher made it a practice to use frequently in her ordinary
conversation each week one word with which the children
were unfamiliar. She soon found some of the children using
that word.
An Audience Situation. — Forceful, effective speech is en-
couraged in an audience situation. To have other children
listening is an incentive to tell an experience in an interest-
ing way. A child can readily see the class lose interest when
he fails to make his ideas plain. To talk in order to cause
other people to like something, do something, or learn
something is the strongest motive for effective speaking.
The child usually does not talk to "express himself" but to
produce some effect on someone else. In a one-room rural
school permitting the more advanced pupils to teach the
younger ones occasionally not only helps the teacher, but
also gives excellent speech training to these pupil teachers.
Summary. — The parents' or the teacher's part in the

